ST. MARK'S PARISH

30™ November 2025 I° Sunday in Advent - Year A
Parish Clergy: Rev Sedn Bradley & Rev Nicholas Hodgson
Parish Office: 29 Oxgangs Avenue., Edinburgh, EH13 9HX Ph: 0131 4413915
Email: office.stmarksedinburgh@staned.org.uk
Website: stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk

MASS DATES TIMES INTENTIONS

Saturday 29" November Vigil 5:00pm | John Holt (RIP)

Sunday 30" November 10:00am | People of the Parish

Monday 1* December  Funeral | 10:00am | Marie Watt (RIP)

Tuesday 2" December 10:00am | Heather Thores (Sp Int)

PARISH NEWS
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today, a regular attendee or if this is the
first time you have been to Mass for a while, we welcome you to our humble parish and
hope our time together unites us all in God’s love. Please, feel free to take a newsletter
home with you.

RIP Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Marie Watt who was recently
reborn into eternal Life. Her Requiem Mass will be held on Monday 1% December at
10am in St. Mark’s and thereafter to Kirkhill Cemetery Penicuik for 11.30am. May her
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

SERVICE OF RECONCILLIATION will be held in St. Mark’s on Monday Dec 22™¢
at 7pm. If this date or time is unsuitable for anyone then there will also be a service of
Reconciliation for the parishes of the South Edinburgh Cluster held in St. Gregory’s Parish

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMETABLE: The times for our two Christmas Masses this year

or upon request after any of the weekday Masses.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Tuesday & Friday Morning 09.15am — 09.45am

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-9.45am

DISTRACTIONS

The story goes that at the time of Noah people gave no thought
to their relationship with God. While Noah was preparing to
save himself from the Flood, the rest of society was eating,
drinking and marrying as if there were nothing to worry about.
Then the waters came with a vengeance and they were all swept
away. It will be the same when the Son of Man comes, Jesus tells his disciples. So stay
awake.

Today, the First Sunday of Advent, is the Church’s New Years Day. It’s a time for
taking stock, for new resolutions about how we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit in
establishing the kingdom of God on earth. What will Christ find when he comes again?
Some people think Christ will come again in a literal fashion, on the clouds with a
trumpet blast to judge the living and the dead. Others are always on the lookout for
natural disasters and wars, which they say, augur the beginning of the end. There are
those who think that the world will gradually become a better and better place until the
dawn of that day when the values of God’s kingdom will be those of the universe and all
its peoples. But lots of people don’t think anything about the end of the world. They are
too distracted with eating and drinking, marrying, doing this and that. They have their
little plans and dreams and these don’t ever come into contact with anything as long-
term as their role in ushering in the kingdom. It’s easy for us to become distracted from
the fact that as Christians we are called to be signs of God’s kingdom, to embody those
values that Christ preached and taught during his stay on earth. We are invited to be the

leaven of society, the signposts to a better quality of living and the bearers of good news.

Advent is a reminder that we can become so distracted with the mundane goings-on in
our daily life that we end up never giving the kingdom a second thought. Or we can stay
awake to the signs of its coming among us.

will be — Christmas Eve (Vigil) @ 5pm and Christmas Day (@ 10am. For a more in-depth
view of that week and the following week, please see handout available at the back of the
church and on notice board.

ST. MARK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Christmas Café is on Friday 5" December
from 10.00am — 12.00Noon. please come along and enjoy this wonderful time with our

children — with lots of things to do, see, eat and drink.....
CHRISTMAS CARDS and Advent Candles are now on sale at the back of the church.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2025/2026 for children who are not attending a
Catholic School and would like to enrol for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion or Confirmation in 2026, please contact the Parish Office via email or
phone and request an application form. The Sacramental programme schedule for 25/26
is now on notice board at the back of the church.

Thursday 4" December 10:00am | Julia Armit (Ann) th
Friday 5" December 10:00am | Alan Kelly (Sp Int) Church, (The Inch), on Thursday Dec 11% at 7pm.
Saturday 6" December Vigil 5:00pm | People of the Parish

Sunday 7™ December 10:00am | Ann Edge (Sp Int)

ST MARKS CHRISTMAS PARTY closing date for names of children attending
Christmas party is this weekend.

BACK CAR PARK GATE will be open for our 5Spm Christmas Eve Vigil Mass and our
10am Christmas Day Mass for anyone wishing to use the back Car Park. Please note that
it is for the most part a grassy surface so please mind your step when wet.

2" COLLECTION in aid of St. Mark’s Building Fund will be held Next weekend
6%/7% Dec 2025. Your support for our Parish is greatly appreciated and needed. Thank
you

2" COLLECTION in aid of Catholic Education last weekend realised a combined
donation of £152. Thank you.

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY

VIGIL 73 £242
God’s church would not be
SUNDAY 150 £469 possible

St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540

Thank you, without your
contributions the work of



mailto:office.stmarksedinburgh@staned.org.uk
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah [2:1-5]
The Lord gathers all nations together into the eternal peace of the Kingdom of God.
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted
up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall
come, and say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Sion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears
into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Responsorial Psalm [Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 8-9. + cf. 1]
Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing IIHE

within your gates, O Jerusalem. O

/

It is there that the tribes go up, .
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The tribes of the Lord

as it is decreed for Israel :
to give thanks to the name of the Lord. (
There were set the thrones for judgement,
the thrones of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray,

May they prosper, those who love you.
May peace abide in your walls,

and security be in your towers.

For the sake of my family and friends,

let me say, Peace upon you.

for the sake of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will seek good things for you.

Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
[13:11-14a]

Salvation is nearer to us now.

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that the hour has come for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first
believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us walk properly as in
the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Alleluia, alleluia

Show us, O Lord, your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia

Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew [24:37-44]
Stay awake so that you may be ready.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as were the days of Noah, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and
swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men
will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the
master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect.’

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.
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