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PARISH NEWS
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you have
been to Mass for a while, welcome back! We hope our time together unites us in God’s
love.

ST. MARK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Christmas Café is on Friday 5" December
from 10.00am — 12.00Noon. please come along and enjoy this wonderful time with our

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2025/2026 for children who are not attending a
Catholic School and would like to enrol for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion or Confirmation in 2026, please contact the Parish Office via email or

ST MARKS CHRISTMAS PARTY Grown-ups - Join us on Saturday evening

December 6™ at 6.30pm in the hall for a wee social gathering over a Hot Buffet. Growing-
ups - Join us on Sunday morning December 7 for our Children’s Christmas Party at
11.30am — 1pm (ish) in the hall. Entertainment will be provided for each Shin-Dig.
Grown-ups - tickets £10pp — please put in an envelope with your name — or names on it
and give to any of the people listed below. Growing-ups — no charge. If anyone would

MASS DATES TIMES INTENTIONS children — with lots of things to do, see, eat and drink.....

Saturday 22" November  Vigil | 5:00pm | People of the Parish
Sunday 23" November 10:00am | The McGill Family (Sp Int)
Monday 24" November 10:00am | Maureen Gore (Sp Int) lon 1
Tuesday 25" November 10:00am | Mrs Maureen McKay (Ann) phone and request an application form.
Thursday 27" November 10:00am | Cathie, Alec & Jim Paterson (Ann)
Friday 28" November 10:00am
Saturday 29" November Vigil 5:00pm | John Holt (RIP)
Sunday 30" November 10:00am | People of the Parish

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-9.45am

or upon request after any of the weekday Masses.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Tuesday & Friday Morning 09.15am — 09.45am

THE THREE CROSSES

Today’s gospel tells us that on the first Good Friday there were three crosses
on Calvary. The cross of sin belonged to the thief who was unrepentant. We
don’t know what his crime was (traditionally we say he was a thief) but we do
know that he was there to be executed. His life of crime had hardened him and
he clearly felt no remorse for his sin. He was so far from God that his
cynicism lasted to the very end. He even mocked Jesus. His choices in life
were such that he didn’t know how far he had fallen. His sin had blinded him
to reality. The cross of sorrow was the one on which the other thief hung. Unlike his fellow
criminal he recognised his own guilt and felt contrition. He knew that he deserved what he
was getting while Jesus had done nothing wrong but was suffering the same fate. His act of
repentance took the form of standing up for Jesus and rebuking the other thief. Although he
had led a life of crime he was not proud of it and he still had respect for God, something he
tried to point out to his companion. Even at this late stage there was still a chance for him to
try and set things right. Of course, the cross of salvation was reserved for Jesus of Nazareth.
His crucifixion was a great paradox because although he was being executed, after being
falsely accused, his death would end in victory. He had never claimed to be King of the Jews,
as the inscription on his cross proclaimed, but he would end up as Christ the Universal King.
His cross was the means by which he took the world’s sinfulness upon himself in a glorious
act of atonement. He willingly accepted to be the sacrificial victim, loving to the very end
those entrusted to him by his Father. It was this salvation that he offered to the repentant thief
moments before they were both to breathe their last.

The cross of sin, the cross of sorrow and the cross of salvation: we each have a choice.

like to donate a prize for our Grown-ups raffle OR a wee gift for our children’s party on
Sunday morning please contact Jacquie George, Johnny Bhoy McDade, Fr Nick or Fr
Sean. CLOSING DATE FOR NAMES OF CHILDREN

ATTENDING CHRISTMAS PARTY IS SUNDAY 30" NOV.

CHRISTMAS CARDS and Advent Candles are now on sale at the back
of the church for anyone thinking of sending Christmas wishes to friends,
family or loved ones at this very special time of the year This year we
have designed and printed another Christmas card specific to St Mark’s.
To whomever these cards are sent - their names can be written on slips
provided in the card and then these slips can be put into a box provided on the table beside
the cards. These names will then be included in a novena of Masses from Thursday 18%
Dec through to Wednesday Dec 25%.

2" COLLECTION this weekend 22/23 Nov in aid of Catholic Education. Catholic
Education Week celebrates the importance of educating children and young people in the
Faith. The special collection this Sunday is for the work of the Scottish Catholic Education
Service which promotes and supports our schools. The Archdiocesan Mass for pupils and
teachers will be celebrated by Archbishop Cushley in St Mary's Cathedral on Tuesday 25
November at 11:00am. Please keep teachers, school staff, parents and pupils in your
prayers. A box will be made available at the back of the church for anyone who would like
to make a donation to this very charitable cause.

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your
VIGIL 86 £393 contributions the work of
God’s church would not be
SUNDAY 135 £428 possible
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: A reading from the second book of Samuel [5:1-3]
They anointed David king over Israel.

In those days: All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said,
‘Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In times past, when Saul was king over
us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you,
“You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over
Israel.” > So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King
David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they
anointed David king over Israel.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Responsorial Psalm [Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 4b-5. +cf.1]

Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when they said to me,

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city
bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD.

As it is decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
There were set the thrones for judgement,
the thrones of the house of David.

Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
[1:12-20]

He has transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

Brothers and Sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were created
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. And he is the head of the body, the Church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-
eminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Alleluia, alleluia

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [23:35-43]

Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom.

At that time: The rulers scoffed at Jesus, saying, ‘He saved others; let him
save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’ The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him,
“This is the King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals who were hanged there railed at Jesus, saying, ‘Are you
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but
this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today
you will be with me in paradise.’

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.
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