ST. MARK'S PARISH

9" November 2025 Dedication of the Lateran Basilica - Year C
Parish Clergy: Rev Sedn Bradley & Rev Nicholas Hodgson
Parish Office: 29 Oxgangs Avenue., Edinburgh, EH13 9HX Ph: 0131 4413915
Email: office.stmarksedinburgh@staned.org.uk
Website: stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk

MASS DATES TIMES INTENTIONS
Saturday 8" November  Vigil 5:00pm | People of the Parish
Sunday 9" November 10:00am | Helen Lightheart (Sp Int)
Monday 10" November 10:00am | Sheila Duffy (Sp Int)
Tuesday 11" November 10:00am | Marie M‘Donald (Sp Int)
Thursday 13" November 10:00am | Bill & Rose Hetherington (RIP)
Friday 14" November 10:00am
Saturday 15" November Vigil 5:00pm | The M°Guigan Family (Sp Int)
Sunday 16" November 10:00am | People of the Parish

or upon request after any of the weekday Masses.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Tuesday & Friday Morning 09.15am — 09.45am

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-9.45am

GOD’S HOUSE

Temple is not the most fashionable word these days. We
either think of the Temple in Jerusalem, the holiest site
for the Jewish people, or else we use it figuratively to
speak of something sacrosanct. A neighbour said
recently that her husband’s shed at the bottom of the
garden was his temple; she was almost scared to go in it!
On a day when we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica (the pope’s cathedral in
Rome) we hear St Paul using the word temple a lot. He talks about how it needs foundations
and then needs an architect to oversee the building of the other levels. But St Paul goes on to
remind us that we are each of us temples of the Holy Spirit. “Didn’t you realise that you were
God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you?” He then tells us that just as
the temple of God is sacred, so are we. When we celebrate any feast of a church’s dedication
we need to go beyond the bricks and mortar. This is not just a memorial of a historical fact,
namely that the Emperor Constantine built a church in the fourth century. It is not the
cathedral’s Remembrance Day; it is a call to each of us to become temples of God where the
Spirit is present. We celebrate the fact that we are the Church, God’s building on earth. The
foundation of our lives, the cue we take for how to live, is Christ. God’s house is a house of
prayer. Are we people of prayer? God’s house is holy? Are we holy? God’s house of prayer
is also a promise of the Church in heaven. His presence makes it a place of blessing and the
active presence of his love is always at work in his Church. The real dedication in today’s
feast is more than that of a public building. The real dedication that is demanded must come
from us. If we take part in the liturgy of this feast we are pledging ourselves to live our lives
on the foundation of Christ, to be once more a people of prayer, to be living stones that shout
out to the world about the love of our God. However uplifting the worship might be in our
church buildings, it is nothing compared to the heavenly liturgy that today’s feast
foreshadows. And to take part in that we need first to become temples of the living God.

PARISH NEWS
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you have
been to Mass for a while, welcome back! We hope our time together unites us in God’s
love.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2025/2026 for children who are not attending a
catholic school and would like to enrol for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion or Confirmation in 2026, please contact the Parish Office via email or
phone and request an application form.

MASS INTENTIONS: When requesting a Mass to be said for a specific reason, it would
be helpful to use a Mass Intention Envelope for each request detailing the name for whom
the Mass is to be offered and the purpose of the intention ie death, anniversary, special
intention etc. Although it may not always be possible to fulfil every request (should a
specific date be chosen) however Fr Sean & Fr. Nick will endeavour to accommodate all
requests as close to the specified date. Mass Intention Envelopes are available at the back
of the church.

ST MARKS CHRISTMAS PARTY Grown-ups - Join us on Saturday evening
December 6™ at 6.30pm in the hall for a wee social gathering over a Hot Buffet. Growing-
ups - Join us on Sunday morning December 7 for our Children’s Christmas Party at
11.30am — 1pm (ish) in the hall. Entertainment will be provided for each Shin-Dig.
Grown-ups - tickets £10pp — please put in an envelope with your name — or names on it
and give to any of the people listed below. Growing-ups — no charge. If anyone would
like to donate a prize for our Grown-ups raffle OR a wee gift for our children’s party on
Sunday morning please contact Jacquie George, Johnny Bhoy McDade, Fr Nick or Fr
Sean. CLOSING DATE FOR NAMES OF CHILDREN ATTENDING CHRISTMAS
PARTY IS SUNDAY 30" NOV.

CHRISTMAS CARDS and Advent Candles are now on sale at the back of the church for
anyone thinking of sending Christmas wishes to friends, family or loved ones at this very
special time of the year This year we have designed and printed another Christmas card
specific to St Mark’s. To whomever these cards are sent - their names can be written on
slips provided in the card and then these slips can be put into a box provided on the table
beside the cards. These names will then be included in a novena of Masses from Thursday
18" Dec through to Wednesday Dec 25%.

2" COLLECTION in aid of St. Mark’s Building Fund last weekend realised a
combined donation of £834. Your support is greatly needed and appreciated. Thank
you.

SECOND COLLECTION: this weekend 8%/9% Nov is the annual special collection for
World Day for the Poor. All funds will go to the Mercy Centre, run by the Sisters of Mercy
at St Catharine's Convent of Mercy, Lauriston. A box will be made available at the back of
the church for anyone who would like to make a donation to this very charitable cause.

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your
VIGIL 82 £254 contributions the work of
God’s church would not be
SUNDAY 101 £410 possible

St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel [47:1-2, 8-9, 12] / saw
water flowing from the Temple, and all to whom this water came were saved.

In those days: The angel brought me back to the door of the Temple, and
behold, water was issuing from below the threshold of the Temple towards
the east (for the Temple faced east). The water was flowing down from below
the south end of the threshold of the Temple, south of the altar. Then he
brought me out by way of the north gate and led me round on the outside to
the outer gate that faces towards the east; and behold, the water was trickling
out on the south side. And he said to me, ‘This water flows towards the
eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the
water flows into the sea, the water will become fresh. And wherever the river
goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many
fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh;
so everything will live where the river goes. And on the banks, on both sides
of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not
wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because
the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and
their leaves for healing.’

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Responsorial Psalm [Ps 46(45):2-3. 5-6. 8-9. +5]
Response: The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,
the holy place, the abode of the Most High.

God is for us a refuge and strength,

an ever-present help in time of distress:

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock,
though the mountains quake to the heart of the sea.

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,
the holy place, the abode of the Most High.
God is in her midst, she cannot be shaken;
God will help her at the dawning of the day.

The LORD of hosts is with us:

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come and behold the works of the LORD,
the awesome deeds he has done on the earth.

Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians [1 Cor 3:9¢-11, 16-17] You are God’s temple.

Brothers and Sisters: You are God’s building. According to the grace of God
given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone
else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s
temple is holy, and you are that temple.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Alleluia, alleluia

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord,
that my name may be there for ever.

Alleluia.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John [2:13-22]

He was speaking about the temple of his body.

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
Temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the
money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all
out of the Temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of
the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold
the pigeons, ‘Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house
of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house
will consume me.’

So the Jews said to him, ‘What sign do you show us for doing these things?’
Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.” The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and
will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking about the temple of
his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the
word that Jesus had spoken.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.
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