ST. MARK'S PARISH

2"4 November 2025 All Saints - Year C
Parish Clergy: Rev Sedn Bradley & Rev Nicholas Hodgson
Parish Office: 29 Oxgangs Avenue., Edinburgh, EH13 9HX Ph: 0131 4413915
Email: office.stmarksedinburgh@staned.org.uk
Website: stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk

MASS DATES TIMES INTENTIONS
Saturday 1* November  Vigil 5:00pm | Margaret Robertson (RIP)
Sunday 2" November 10:00am | People of the Parish
Monday 3" November 7:00pm | All Souls Remembrance Mass
Tuesday 4" November 10:00am | Maureen Robertson (RIP)
Thursday 6™ November 10:00am | Hugh Fitzpatrick (Ann)
Friday 7" November 10:00am
Saturday 8" November Vigil 5:00pm | People of the Parish
Sunday 9" November 10:00am | Helen Lightheart (Sp Int)

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-9.45am
or upon request after any of the weekday Masses.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Tuesday & Friday Morning 09.15am — 09.45am

BLESSED EXISTENCE

It’s not how we live that makes us saints. It’s how Christ
lived for us, how he died and rose again for us.

So today’s feast is not about our trying to become saints.
It’s about focussing on what Christ has done and the fact
that we are already (due to our baptism) incorporated into
the holy people that are his Church. We’ve already taken
our place in the lineup to be one of God’s saints.

You’d think, wouldn’t you, that becoming a saint would be a blissful experience? Yet we
seem to have all the same problems that non-believers have. We mourn, we suffer and
we find it hard to make ends meet just like everyone else.

Perhaps we shouldn’t be so surprised at this. After all it’s exactly what Jesus told us in
the Beatitudes: saints are those who mourn, who hunger and thirst for justice, who are
abused and persecuted. Do you recognise your life in this? You should certainly
recognise there what happened to Christ in his earthly life.

In a world that looks for instant gratification, the feast of All Saints teaches us a lesson in
perseverance. Through the Spirit, God is fashioning us slowly into the saints we are
intended to be, as long as we let him. This means that we bear whatever crosses come
our way, secure in the belief that we are promised the life that God has prepared for us
from the beginning of time. But letting God mould us into saints takes a lifetime of
maturing, a lot of patience and much starting over again.

As we make this journey to our heavenly home, we have the inspiration of those who
have already completed their journey and now enjoy God’s glory in His holy city, what
we call the heavenly Jerusalem. We hope that one day we will meet up with them there
to share their joy and see God face to face. In the meantime, we celebrate today’s feast,
thanking God for what Christ has done for us and asking that we may become more and
more responsive to the Spirit who prompts us to grow in holiness.

PARISH NEWS
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you have
been to Mass for a while, welcome back! We hope our time together unites us in God’s
love.

MASS INTENTIONS: When requesting a Mass to be said for a specific reason, it would
be helpful to use a Mass Intention Envelope for each request detailing the name for whom
the Mass is to be offered and the purpose of the intention ie death, anniversary, special
intention etc. Although it may not always be possible to fulfil every request (should a
specific date be chosen) however Fr Sean & Fr. Nick will endeavour to accommodate all
requests as close to the specified date. Mass Intention Envelopes are available at the back
of the church.

ST MARKS CHRISTMAS PARTY Grown-ups - Join us on Saturday evening
December 6™ at 6.30pm in the hall for a wee social gathering over a Hot Buffet. Growing-
ups - Join us on Sunday morning December 7% for our Children’s Christmas Party at
11.30am — Ipm (ish) in the hall. Entertainment will be provided for each Shin-Dig.
Grown-ups - tickets £10pp — please put in an envelope with your name — or names on it
and give to any of the people listed below. Growing-ups — no charge. If anyone would
like to donate a prize for our Grown-ups raffle OR a wee gift for our children’s party on
Sunday morning please contact Jacquie George, Johnny Bhoy McDade, Fr Nick or Fr
Sean. CLOSING DATE FOR NAMES OF CHILDREN ATTENDING CHRISTMAS
PARTY IS SUNDAY 30t NOV.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM If you wish to have your child baptised, please
arrange an appointment with Fr. Sean or Fr. Nick either after Mass, by calling the
parish office or sending an email to the above listed email address. Please remember
that at least one of the child’s parents should be a practicing Catholic as should one of
the chosen Godparents/Sponsors.

SECOND COLLECTION: in aid of St. Mark’s Building Fund will be held this weekend
1592 Nov 2025. Your support for our Parish is greatly appreciated and needed. Thank
you

SECOND COLLECTION: Next weekend 8™/9™ Nov is the annual special collection
for World Day for the Poor. All funds will go to the Mercy Centre, run by the Sisters of
Mercy at St Catharine's Convent of Mercy, Lauriston. A box will be made available at the
back of the church for anyone who would like to make a donation to this very charitable cause.

CANDLELIGHT REMEMBRANCE MASS FOR ALL SOULS will be celebrated on
Monday 3 November 2025 at 7pm. The usual 10am morning Mass will not be held
that day.

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your
VIGIL 90 £356 contributions the work of
God’s church would not be
SUNDAY 160 £411 possible

St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: A reading from the book of Revelation (7:2-4, 9-14)

Behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages.
I, John, saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had
been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the
sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their
foreheads.” And I heard the number of the sealed, one hundred and forty-four
thousand, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were
standing round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and
power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, clothed in white
robes, and from where have they come?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.” And
he said to me, ‘These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. + cf. 6)
Response: Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

The LORD’S is the earth and its fullness,
the world, and those who dwell in it.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the rivers he made it firm.

Who shall climb the mountain of the LORD?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The clean of hands and pure of heart,
whose soul is not set on vain things.

Blessings from the LORD shall he receive,

and right reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the people who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St. John [1 Jn 3:1-3]
We shall see God as he is.

Beloved: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission.

Alleluia, alleluia

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, says the Lord,
and I will give you rest.

Alleluia.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew [5:1-12a]

Blessed are the poor in spirit.

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he
sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught
them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.’

Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms aj

anticles © 2018 USCCB. Reprinted with permission
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