
ST. MARK'S PARISH 
5th October 2025 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Parish Clergy: Rev Seán Bradley & Rev Nicholas Hodgson 
Parish Office: 29 Oxgangs Avenue., Edinburgh, EH13 9HX    Ph: 0131 441 3915 

Email: priest.stmarksedinburgh@staned.org.uk 
Website: stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk 

              MASS DATES                   TIMES                INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday 4th October       Vigil   5:00pm Catherine McInness (SpInt) 
Sunday 5th October  10:00am People of the Parish 
Monday 6th October  10:00am Ita Watts (SpInt) 

Tuesday 7th October  10:00am Massimo & Attilio Pernigotti 
(Ann&RIP) 

Thursday 9th October  10:00am Matilda Straczynski (SpInt) 
Friday 10th October  10:00am Bill & Rose Hetherington (RIP) 
Saturday 11th October       Vigil   5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sunday 12th October  10:00am John Pettigrew (SpInt) 

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-9.45am 
or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Tuesday & Friday Morning 09.15am – 09.45am 
 
GETTING GOD IN FOCUS 
Our first reading today gives us a glimpse at how Habakkuk couldn’t 
understand why his country had been taken over by the Babylonians (modern 
day Iraq). After all, they were counting on the promises from God that they 
would be his special people and he would look after them. And so in today’s 
reading we hear him complaining that God is powerless or, at best, that he 
doesn’t care. 
Today we too can pose that same concern when we hear about all the bad things that 
occur in the world we live in.   
If our view of God is mechanical, then we can blame him. Why doesn’t God appear on 
his white horse with a magic wand and stop all these things from happening? Why 
doesn’t he make the world a better place? If God exists then why does he allow 
earthquakes and famines? Why do innocent children continue to suffer? 
But maybe our view of God goes further than this? Maybe we see a God who has created 
us with the freedom to behave as we choose – not a God who interferes every time we 
made mistakes, every time we turned our back on our own humanity and treated others 
inhumanely. Otherwise, he would be no more than a puppeteer - a God who overrode our 
decisions and the patterns of nature - pulling our strings and making us think that we 
were making all the decisions? 
Is it conceivable that God is able to bring good from what seems to us like pure disaster? 
When we create havoc in our own world, and when catastrophes strike, it is easy to 
blame God. But maybe we need to take a closer look at what or who we really think God 
is. 

PARISH NEWS 
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you have 
been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us in God’s 
love. 
 

CANDLELIGHT REMEMBRANCE MASS FOR ALL SOULS will be celebrated on 
Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7pm. The usual 10am morning Mass will not be held 
that day.  If you would like the name of a loved one who has died to be read out during 
this Mass, please add their names to the lists provided at the back of the church. PLEASE 
PRINT NAMES CLEARLY – again - PLEASE PRINT NAMES CLEARLY as a list 
must be typed up – if I can’t make out the name it won’t be included. The intention for 
this Mass will be for All the Souls of the Faithful Departed.  
 

CAR PARK AT REAR OF CHURCH: the back gate of the church is open every Sunday 
for our 10am Mass providing more parking spaces for parishioners and easing the 
congestion typically experienced in the front car park. These additional parking spaces are 
accessible either by entering through the back gate or by going left when you come in the 
front gate. Please note that it is for the most part a grassy surface so please mind your step 
when wet. 
 

Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning: Many thanks to everyone who supported the 
coffee morning last weekend.  Together we raised an amazing £1,890 for a very worthy 
cause. It was really appreciated. 
 

PPC MEETING will be held in the Parish House on Monday 13th Oct at 7pm. Looking 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION: in aid of St. Mark’s Building Fund will be held this weekend 
4th/5th Oct 2025. Your support for our Parish is greatly appreciated and needed. Thank you. 

There will be an additional TWO Second Collections this month also. 
1) Mission Appeal -11th & 12th October: Sister Pennie MacInnes of the religious society 
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary will make an appeal on behalf of the society who 
work in a number of countries including Zambia, Uganda, Philippines & El Salvador. They 
work in Justice and Peace, combatting Human Trafficking, Orphans and Street Children, 
Skills Training - Youth and Women. Sister MacInnes, who is from South Uist, spent some 
ten years in Zambia, some time in the Philippine’s and El Salvador and is now working 
for the society in Liverpool. She was heavily involved in a ladies prison in Zambia, 
working with women and also with children, who were in prison with their mothers. Please 
pray for these sisters and those whom they work amongst. 
2) is the annual Missio collection on the 18th & 19th of October. 
 

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your 
contributions the work of 

God’s church would not be 
possible 

VIGIL 76 £363 

SUNDAY 127 £305 
St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540 

  

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/


 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
 
First Reading: A reading from the prophet Habakkuk [1:2-3; 2:2-4] 
The righteous shall live by his faith. 
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you 
‘Violence!’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and 
why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; 
strife and contention arise. 
And the Lord answered me: ‘Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he 
may run who reads it. For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens 
to the end — it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it 
will not delay. 
‘Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous 
shall live by his faith.’ 
Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB.  Reprinted with permission. 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 94:1-2. 6-9] 
Response: O that today you would listen to his voice!  Harden not your 
hearts. 
 

Come, let us ring out our joy to the LORD; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come into his presence, giving thanks; 
let us hail him with a song of praise.  
O come; let us bow and bend low. 
Let us kneel before the LORD who made us, 
for he is our God, and we the people,  
the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand.  
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your forebears put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 
[1:6-8. 13-14]  
Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord. 
Beloved: I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of 
power and love and self-control. Therefore do not be ashamed of the 
testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for 
the gospel by the power of God, 
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within 
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 
Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB.  Reprinted with permission. 
 
 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
The word of the Lord remains for ever 
and this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [17:5-10]  
If you had faith! 
At that time: The Apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ And the 
Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey you. 
‘Will any one of you who has a servant ploughing or keeping sheep say to 
him when he has come in from the field, “Come at once and recline at table”? 
Will he not rather say to him, “Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and 
serve me while I eat and drink, and afterwards you will eat and drink”? Does 
he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? So you also, 
when you have done all that you were commanded, say, “We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done what was our duty.” 
Texts from the ESV-CE, published by Asian Trading Corp. © 2017 Crossway - published in the UK by SPCK Publishing. Psalms and Canticles from Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB.  Reprinted with permission. 
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